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(54) IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide stable video signals without 
making the black level of the video signals fluctuate even when the gain 
of an automatic gain control circuit for amplifying the video signals from 
an image pickup element is changed in an image pickup device for 
performing a digital signal processing. 

SOLUTION: A signal component equivalent to an optical black jjart in the 
video signals from the image pickup element 3 is clamped to a 
prescribed voltage in a clamp circuit 6, the value of the level is 
compared with the value of the black determined beforehand and 
correction data for making both match are operated. Then, when the 
gain of the automatic gain control circuit 5 is changed, the reference 
voltage value of an A/D converter 7 for a digital processing is corrected 
by a correction data amount based on the computed correction data 
corresponding to the gain change. 
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